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REPLY COMMENTS OF FAT SPANIEL TECHNOLOGIES, INC. ON 
PROPOSED DECISION ESTABLISHING SINGLE-FAMILY LOW-INCOME 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM WITHIN THE CALIFORNIA SOLAR INITIATIVE 

 
 
 Fat Spaniel Technologies, Inc. (“Fat Spaniel”) respectfully submits these reply comments 

on the draft “Opinion Establishing Single-Family Low-Income Incentive Program Within The 

California Solar Initiative”. 

 Fat Spaniel concurs with the comments of the Joint Solar Parties (“JSP”) that the 

performance monitoring and reporting services (“PMRS”) exemption threshold is frequently 

reached for smaller sized PV systems.  However, while it can be said at this time that this 

statement is true, a similar statement can not be made into the future (since PMRS pricing is not 

known) or for systems that would be of sufficient size, higher cost, or complexity to participate 

in third-party ownership programs as requested by the JSP.  Indeed, the PMRS industry is 

working tirelessly to reduce costs of PMRS products with the goal of enabling all CSI systems, 

especially small systems, to cost-effectively improve the performance of their solar systems 

through remote monitoring.   

 While Fat Spaniel agrees that whenever possible CSI paperwork should be minimized, 

the requirements for obtaining a PMRS exemption are negligible.  Consisting of little more than 

a cost estimate from the PMRS provider and a cost estimate from the installer these paperwork 

requirements can hardly be considered a burden. 
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 Likewise, while Fat Spaniel agrees that the PMRS exemption threshold is frequently 

reached for smaller sized PV systems the PMRS industry is working hard to reduce costs.  These 

future cost reductions will enable smaller and smaller sized systems to install PMRS systems at a 

price within the CSI cost-cap.  Instituting a blanket exclusion at this time as requested by the JSP 

would incorrectly exclude future low-income systems from a legitimate CSI requirement. 

 Finally, Fat Spaniel enthusiastically supports the JSP’s request to facilitate appropriate 

third-party ownership structures since such ownership structures may enable greater penetration 

of solar into the low-income market.  Third-party ownership structures generally fund larger, 

more expensive systems that will be required to install a PMRS.  It would thus be inappropriate 

to institute a blanket PMRS exclusion at this time as requested by the JSP. 

 Accordingly, because the administrative burden of obtaining a PMRS exemption is 

minimal, because future PMRS cost reductions will enable smaller systems to qualify under the 

cost-cap, and because systems funded by third-party ownership structures will most likely 

qualify under the PMRS cost-cap, Fat Spaniel respectfully recommends that all low-income 

systems regardless of size remain subject to the PMRS requirements and exemption paperwork 

requirements. 

Dated:  November 13, 2007 Respectfully submitted, 
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Facsimile:  (916) 447-3512 
Email: www@eslawfirm.com 
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